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BACK ON THE ICE 
Parise finally set for season debut 


SPORTS 
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TOP NEWS 


POT SHOPS 
CELEBRATE 
NEW YEAR 


Customers lined up 
to purchase recre- 
ational pot legally 
for first time in 
California. A2 


Accidental gun 
deaths decline 
Gun safety pro- 
grams, stricter gun 
storage laws con- 
tribute to drop. A2 


Chasing ‘fire 
cats’ in Calif. 
Rescuers work to 
reunite spooked 
pets with owners 
after fires. A3 


Roberts takes 
on misconduct 
“Judicial branch is 
not immune,” chief 
justice writes. A4 


LOCAL NEWS 


Wirth is a park 
for all seasons 
Loppet Foundation 
helps fund four- 
season lodge. B1 


Johnson’s exit 
is end of an era 
As she leaves, old 
style Minneapolis 
city government 
goes with her. B1 


Wis. woman on 
downed plane 
Former UW-Stout 
basketball player, 
among 12 deadin 
Costa Rica. B1 


Mpls. braces 
for Super Bowl 
Parking, traffic and 
access headaches 
come with hosting 
big game. B1 


SPORTS 


Minn. women 
dominate team 
Eight players with 
ties to state named 
to the U.S. Olympic 
hockey team. C3 


BUSINESS 


No business 
section today 
Markets were 
closed Monday. 
Section returns 
on Wednesday. 


VARIETY 


Fixing culture 
at Fox News 
Ex-KSTP anchor 
Harris Faulkner 
wants to be “part 
of the solution.” E1 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD? 


The supermoon 
that rose over Min- 
neapolis Monday 
is one of three we 
will see in coming 
months. B3 
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AT THE HELM 
Carlson takes over Miss America 


NATION 


14° EX 0° 


A cold couple of days 
followed by sun. B6 


Inmates sue to get costly drugs 


For hepatitis C, “direct acting antivirals” have a high cure rate. 


By STEPHEN MONTEMAYOR 
smontemayor@startribune.com 


Five prison inmates infected 
with hepatitis C are seeking 
class-action status for a lawsuit 
that would require the Minne- 
sota Department of Correc- 
tions to offer aclass of ground- 
breaking, but extremely expen- 
sive, new drugs. 

The medications, known as 
“direct acting antiviral” (DAA) 
drugs, can have a 95 percent 


cure rate, but they can cost 
anywhere from $26,400 to well 
above $100,000 per patient. 

The litigation joins a series 
of similar lawsuits across the 
country that ask whether 
prison inmates have a right 
to the latest, most effective 
drugs even if the cost could 
overwhelm a state’s correc- 
tions budget. 

Private and government 
health insurers have increas- 
ingly agreed to cover the drugs 


for patients suffering from all 
levels of hepatitis C, a conta- 
gious disease that attacks the 
liver. But the cost for Minne- 
sotainmates could well exceed 
the department’s entire annual 
budget. 

Attorneys for the inmates 
and the Department of Correc- 
tions plan to meet this week to 
determine if they can reach a 
settlement. 

Attorneys for the prisoners 

See DRUG on A8 > 


1,000 


Minnesota prison 
inmates estimated to 
have hepatitis. 


$26K-$100K 


The cost range for the 
new drugs, per patient. 


95% 


The estimated cure 
rate of the new drugs. 
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Indians use cultural traditions as teaching tools 


Story by KELLY SMITH ¢ Photos by DAVID JOLES ° Star Tribune staff 


MORTON, MINN. - Mat Pendleton pulled his kids away from the basketball and video 
games on a recent Saturday to teach them a bit about a long-lost tradition. 

Not far from the banks of the Minnesota River, they joined other youngsters trudging 
through snow in thick brush to harvest traditional tobacco — a cultural practice that’s making 
acomeback on the Lower Sioux Indian Reservation, two hours southwest of the Twin Cities. 

“This is the red osier dogwood,” said Pendleton, the band’s recreation director, pointing to 
thin trees also known as red willow. “When we harvest it, we take what we're going to use.” 

Pendleton’s work on this day is part of a growing effort by Lower Sioux community 
leaders and American Indians across the state to re-establish the use of sacred tobacco, 
which is intended to be set out in prayer — or smoked but not inhaled — for spiritual and 
ceremonial purposes. In so doing, they also hope to decrease consumption of commercial 
tobacco, which is used in cigarettes, cigars and pipes. 

While smoking rates among the general population have decreased, smoking rates among 
American Indians remain the highest of any racial group in the United States. In Minnesota, 


59 percent of American Indians report smoking, while about 


See TOBACCO on A5> 


LIFE LESSON: Mat Pendleton, of the Lower Sioux Community, explained to students 
how they will leave a tobacco offering before harvesting any of the red osier dogwood. 
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7 


percent of American 
Indians in Minnesota 
who smoke. 


14 


percent of the general 
population in the state 
who smoke. 


N. Korea 
changes 
tone on 


Olympics 


By KANGA KONG 
Bloomberg News 


After a year filled with 
nuclear provocations that raised 
fears of a devastating war in 
Northeast Asia, North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un started 2018 
on an optimistic note. 

His call for talks to ensure 
the success of the Winter 
Olympics in South Korea next 
month — and improve overall 
inter-Korean relations — rep- 
resented a tactical shift for a 
regime that had previously 
shunned dialogue offers from 
Seoul. President Moon Jae-in 
quickly welcomed the move, 
and said he will coordinate with 
the international community as 
he pursues peace talks. 

Kim’s speech on New Year’s 
Day was the most promising 
peace overture from North 
Korea since President Don- 
ald Trump took office and 
began ratcheting up pressure 
with increased sanctions and 
threats of war. Yet it will also 
test the strength of the U.S.- 
South Korean alliance, which 
became strained at times last 
year over the best way to halt 

See NORTH KOREA on A8 > 


Kim Jong Un 
suggested the 
North might 
want to senda 
delegation to 
the Olympics. 


Police ready 
as protesters 
in Iran digin 


By THOMAS ERDBRINK 
New York Times 


TEHRAN, IRAN - Ignoring 
pleas for calm from President 
Hassan Rouhani, Iranian pro- 
testers took to the streets in 
several cities for the fifth day 
Monday as pent-up economic 
and political frustrations boiled 
over in the broadest display of 
discontent in years. 

The Iranian government 
responded with conciliatory 
words from Rouhani, but also a 
widening security clampdown 
— and a pledge late Monday to 
crack down even harder. 

“Tf this situation continues, 
the officials will definitely make 
some decisions and at that point 
this business will be finished,” 
Brig. Gen Esmaeil Kowsari, 
deputy chief ofthe main Islamic 

See IRAN on A8 > 


Fischbach steps into awkward role 


GOP senator prepares for unusual partnership as Dayton’s No. 2. 


By JESSIE VAN BERKEL 


jessievanberkel@startribune.com 


Michelle Fischbach’s copies of “Robert’s 
Rules of Order” and “Mason’s Manual of 
Legislative Procedure” brim with Post- 
it notes. In her down time, she will page 
through the books she uses to preside over 
the Minnesota Senate. For fun. 

The self-proclaimed “rules geek,” a 
Republican who spent the past two decades 
representing a conservative rural district 


unusual position as DFL Gov. Mark Dayton’s 


No. 2. It will be the first time in 54 years that 


Minnesota has had a governor and lieuten- 


west of St. Cloud, is about to land in an 


ant governor from different political parties. 

Fischbach is preparing to take DFL Lt. 
Gov. Tina Smith’s job in a time of intense 
partisan division. And her colleagues, 
DFLers and Republicans alike, said her 
appreciation for rules and procedure will 
likely help smooth the transition. 

“She’s got a strong compass for doing 
things in the right sort of way. She’s 


See FISCHBACH on A5> 


‘RULES GEEK’: Sen. Michelle Fischbach’s colleagues say she has a strong sense 
of fairness. But she still hasn’t ruled out resigning if she has to give up her Senate seat. 
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